
Create a Search Strategy

1. Summarize your topic
2. Identify main concepts (keywords)
3. Identify synonyms, alternate words and/or 
related words
4. Try different combinations of keywords

Use these strategies and tips to make your searches as productive as possible. Don't forget

to save the resources in a folder so you can access it easily later!

CLICK HERE TO LEARN ABOUT MORE DATABASE SEARCH TIPS

 

How to Search

Research Databases for

Academic Writing

Use Boolean Operators

Boolean operators help to narrow or broaden your
search. The most useful are AND, OR, NOT which help
to connect keywords or concepts.

Refine Your Results
1. Make sure you're searching in the best
database for your needs
2. The left-hand side of the search results will
bring up some limiters, like source types and
publication dates.
3. Advanced Search allows you to combine
and/or eliminate parameters further

Click this for the

Top 5 Google

Research Search

Tips Click this for

Research

Resources from

Purdue OWL

Need more help? Contact Ms. Sutton at smsutton@okcps.org

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/resources.html
https://www.commonsense.org/education/articles/5-must-have-google-search-tips-for-students
https://www.berkeleycitycollege.edu/library/2011/04/04/databasesearchtips/

